
JUN 2 6 2013

li.S. Department of Homeland Security

Freedom of Information Act Branch

601 South 1

2

<h
Street, TSA -20

Arlington, VA 20598-6020

Transportation
Security
Administration

Mr. Edward Hasbrouck

The Identity Project

1736 Franklin Str., 9
lh
Floor

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Hasbrouck:

This letter acknowledges receipt of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the

Transportation Security Administration (TSA), dated June 14, 2013. You requested a waiver of

fees and copies of all records pertaining to any “TSOC ID Verification Report” or similar log

indicating the numbers of ID checks, resulting in a “not verified” outcome or a “denied” outcome

over any time periods, any guidelines or instructions for the preparation of such reports or the

categorization of events or outcomes for reporting purposes. You also requested a copy of one e-

mail message including report data and referring to a “TSOC IDVERJFICATION REPORT,”

released in response to FOIA request TSAI 1-0344.

As it relates to your fee waiver request, your letter has been reviewed thoroughly and it was

detennined that you have not presented a convincing argument that you are entitled to a blanket

waiver of fees.

The DHS FOIA Regulations, 6 CFR § 5. 1 l(k)(2), set forth six factors to examine in determining

whether the applicable legal standard for a fee waiver has been met. These factors were

considered in our evaluation of your request for a fee waiver:

(1) Whether the subject of the requested records concerns “the operations or activities of

the government;”

(2) Whether the disclosure is “likely to contribute” to an understanding of government

operations or activities;

(3) Whether disclosure of the requested information will contribute to the understanding

of the public at large, as opposed to the individual understanding of the requestor or a

narrow segment of interested persons;

(4) Whether the contribution to public understanding of government operations or

activities will be "significant;"

(5) Whether the requester has a commercial interest that would be furthered by the

requested disclosure; and

(6) Whether the magnitude of any identified commercial interest to the requestor is

sufficiently large in comparison with the public interest in disclosure, that disclosure is

primarily in the commercial interest of the requestor.



As a requester, you bear the burden under the FOIA of showing that the fee waiver requirements

have been met. Based on our review of your June 14, 2013, letter and for the reasons stated

herein, it was determined that your fee waiver request is deficient because your request for a fee

waiver has failed to satisfy each ofthe required factors, as such, your fee waiver request was

denied.

If you deem the decision that our denial of your expedited treatment request as an adverse

determination, you may exercise your appeal rights. In the event that you may wish to appeal

this determination, an administrative appeal may be made in writing to Kimberly Walton,

Assistant Administrator, Office of Civil Rights & Liberties, Ombudsman and Traveler

Engagement, Transportation Security Administration, 601 South 12
th

Street, East Building,

E7-121S, Arlington, VA 20598-6033. Your appeal must be submitted within 60 days from

the date of this determination. It should contain your FOIA request number and state, to the

extent possible, the reasons why you believe the initial determination should be reversed. In

addition, the envelope in which the appeal is mailed in should be prominently marked “FOIA
Appeal.” Please note that the Assistant Administrator’s determination of the appeal will be

administratively final. The implementing Department regulations establish the criteria under

which the FOIA is administered. Copies of the FOIA and regulations are available at

www.DHS.gov.

If you have any questions, or would like to discuss this matter, please feel free to contact our

office at 866-364-2872.

Sincerely,

For Ms. Aeron J. Pineiro

Operations Manager

Freedom of Information Act Branch

Office of Civil Rights & Liberties,

Ombudsman and Traveler Engagement

Transportation Security Administration

www.dhs.gov


